
 
 

A List of Current AI Writing Tools 
 
This list includes examples of output from different tools. We plan to update this list 
regularly. Please contact Jane Rosenzweig (jrosenzw@fas.harvard.edu) with questions 
or suggestions for additions. 

 
 
Bard 
What to know: This is Google’s version of generative AI. You access Bard with your 
Google account. Google is very clear in terms of service that all of what you put in is not 
private and will be used for training or other purposes. 

 
Example 
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Bing 
What to know: This is Microsoft’s generative AI tool. To use all features, you need to 
download the Microsoft Edge browser and have a Microsoft account. Bing is connected 
to the internet and offers different options for what kind of text it generates (“more 
creative,” “more balanced,” “more precise”). If you ask a question about a source, it will 
respond with footnotes that link you to the sources it has used to respond. Sources are 
not all scholarly, and some are questionable. Example text below (these are actually not 
counterarguments to Sandel’s argument–but a prompt that offers more info on Sandel’s 
argument would get higher quality output). 

 

 
 

ChatGPT 
What to know: OpenAI offers a free version and a paid version ($20/month). The paid 
version allows access to both GPT 3.5 and GPT 4, as well as the ability to use plug-ins. 
Current plug-ins include the following (among many others): 

 
● AIPDF (you upload PDFs and the chatbot can engage with them) 
● ASK Your PDF (you upload PDFs and the chatbot can engage with them) 
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● LinkReader (can read content at any link you offer, including YouTube, 
webpages, word docs) 

 
 

Claude.AI 
What to know: Built by Anthropic, an AI company that promises “safety first,” this bot is 
currently free to use and allows you to upload a PDF of anything from an article to an 
entire book. This is going to be a desirable tool for students because it is free and 
because text can easily be uploaded. 
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Here’s an example of how a student might bring in information from a class discussion 
to prompt the bot and then use the bot to generate a research proposal: 

 

 
Here’s an example of how someone might prompt Claude.AI for sources: 

 

 
This list has a mix of real and not quite real info: 
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Delilah AI. 
What to know: Built by Harvard undergraduates, with the support of the Harvard 
Innovation Lab, this interface promises, among other things, “Draft Generator 
Library (Free GPT4) 

“Use hundreds of carefully crafted templates powered by GPT4, on us, to turn basic 
information into any kind of top tier essay.” 

Delilah also promises to generate college application essays and offers chatbot tutoring 
in STEM courses. 

 
 

Google Help Me Write 
 

What to know: This feature is being rolled out to Google accounts. It’s a magic wand 
that appears by default when you open a Google doc (presumably whether to add this 
to Harvard accounts will be a decision made by Harvard) and asks you what you want 
to generate. The interface features a constantly rotating set of prompts as suggestions. 
Not the best choice for academic writing, but as with all interfaces, still evolving. 

 
Google stores all data you generate and, as of July, you can’t shut off the wand once 
you install it. You have to delete it to avoid having it pop up every time you open a 
document. 
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Grammarly 
 
What to know: This tool used to focus on editing for grammar, syntax, tone, and 
audience. Grammarly now offers an AI writing tool that will brainstorm and draft. 
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Humata: Humata promises the usual AI generated writing, and also that you can upload 
a document or a series of documents and ask questions about it. In the paid version, it 
promises to synthesize articles and to write papers “10X faster.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
JenniAI 

 

What to know: This tool is marketed specifically for academic writing. You can 
generate 200 words a day for free or unlimited words for $20/month. Promises what 
ChatGPT is not currently delivering: citations. Also promises to work as a writing 
assistant, to read PDFs, to generate drafts, etc. Also offers a plagiarism checker in 
case it generates plagiarized content. 
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Scite Assistant This tool was originally conceived to help researchers find research 
related to a particular topic in an innovative way. They now also offer an AI assistant 
that will survey academic articles to answer questions and generate text. This tool is not 
free, but you can get a free trial. 

 
 

Example of prompt and output: 
 

 
Once the text has been generated, the Scite assistant will also give you the sources 
(see below). 
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Here is another example: 
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